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years as a member of the Fifteenth Wisconsin Infantry during the period of the Civil war, 

holding the rank of first sergeant in Company G. 

In his political views Mr. Magnus is a stanch republican, supporting the men and measures 

of that party at the polls. His religious faith is that of the Lutheran church. His life has been well 

spent, in harmony with his professions, and in every relation he has been honorable and upright, 

winning for himself the warm regard of his fellow citizens. 

 
 
 

WALKER DE COU. 

 
Among Winneshiek county's most progressive, prominent and active native sons is 

numbered Walker De Cou, who since the beginning of his business career has been operating 

the homestead farm in Military township upon which he was born and reared. He is, moreover, 

a worthy representative of one of the most honored and respected pioneer families of this section 

of the state, his father, Judge John De Cou, having located here in 1851 among the earliest settlers. 

He was a native of Norfolk county, Ontario, Canada, born on the 16th of April, 1824, and he 

there attended school until eighteen years of age, afterward engaging in teaching for about six 

years. At the end of that time he entered the University of Canada, which he attended for about 

two years, completing in that institution an excellent and comprehensive education. On the 10th 

of June, 1850, he was married in Port Dover, Canada, to Miss Mary De Cou, his second cousin, 

and in the same year emigrated to Iowa, locating first in Bloom-field township, Winneshiek 

county, where he remained for three years. In 1853 he bought land in Military township, 

acquiring at that time one hundred and sixty acres on section 1 and adding to this from time to 

time until he became one of the most extensive landowners in this section of the state. By con-

stantly following the most practical and progressive methods he made his farm a productive and 

valuable property, developing it from a wild tract into a well cultivated and model farm. He won 

a place among the most successful and prosperous farmers of the vicinity. Always a progressive 

and public-spirited citizen he identified himself closely with community affairs, and was 

honored by his fellow citizens by election to various important positions of trust, serving as 

chairman of the board of supervisors and assessor of Military township. In 1861 he was made 

judge of Winneshiek county and he served with credit and distinction for two years. He was 

elected to the state legislature in 1873 and during his term of service his influence and his vote 

were always on the side of right, reform and progress, his labors contributing to the passing of a 

great deal of important legislation. He was a democrat of the old school, a stanch and loyal 

supporter of the principles and policies of that party and an active worker in its ranks. He won 

widespread renown and distinction and at his death the Decorah Republic spoke of him as "one 

who in his youth and activity was one of the most prominent and able members of the 

democratic party." He passed away on the 21st of December, 1912, at the age of eighty-eight 

years, and in his passing Winneshiek county lost one of its representative and substantial citizens 

and one of the earliest and greatest of its pioneers.   Judge De Cou and 


